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Message from the Head of Department 

The   Department of Clinical Stud-

ies is   again delighted   to release 

the second issue of  our newsletter 

Annals of Veterinary Clinical Stud-

ies. In this issue, you will find a 

wide range of topics to entertain 

and inform you. 

The department participated in a 

number of outreach and other ac-

tivities in 2015. These include: a 6-

day El-Nino - Rift Valley Fever 

(RVF) mitigation activity in Bar-

ingo County, where animals were 

vaccinated against RVF and rabies 

and those ailing treated; and the 

ñMifugo ni Maliò Herding for 

Markets  extensive livestock expo 

2015, held in the Upper Kabete 

campus from 4th to 6th November 

2015. The latter activity was sup-

ported by  Agri-ProFocus  Kenya, 

Kenya Commercial Bank Founda-

tion (KCBF), Kenya Livestock 

Marketing Council (KLMC), 

Kenya Markets Trust (KMT), 

Land Oô Lakes Kenya, SNV 

(Netherlands Development Organi-

zation) Kenya and the University 

of Nairobi. 

 

One of the services the department 

offers its clients is diagnostics. The 

department provides medical im-

aging services using digital X-ray 

and ultrasound technology for 

both in-house and referral pa-

tients. These are in addition to 

the in-house diagnostic labora-

tories which we keep improv-

ing with time. Through these 

services, our students learn us-

ing the latest technology and 

techniques. 

The department organizes guest 

talks and lectures for both stu-

dents and staff on a regular ba-

sis. This has seen the depart-

ment host guests from not only 

other universities with similar 

interest to ours, but also stake-

holders in the livestock indus-

try. Such guests have given 

talks on a wide range of topics 

touching on a variety of issues. 

Among the  guests we received 

recently include Dr. Craig 

McConnell from Colorado State 

University and Professors Jill  

Madison and  David Church 

from University of London. 

Through these interactions, our 

students and staff get opportuni-

ties to share experiences and 

exchange ideas. Such forums 

have been known to give birth 

to long-lasting collaborations 

with our friends and partners. 

 

The department is home to ex-

perienced members of staff who 

have been serving the Univer-

sity of Nairobi and held senior 

positions in the public service 

for many years.  This newsletter 

continues to provide profiles of 

its staff members, starting with 

the more senior ones. In the last 

Issue of the Newsletter, we pro-

vided a profile of Prof. Japheth 

Kiptoon.  In this Issue, we give 

our readers a profile of Dr Vijay 

Varma. We are not only docu-

menting history, but also hope 

that the younger generation will 

find something to inspire them 

from the experiences shared. 

 As a department with many 

members, we have a social side 

and we believe big things start 

from humble "small" beginnings. 

We share with you in this Issue 

the History of the Department of 

Clinical Studies Welfare Group, 

whose annual end of year family 

get-together members always 

look forward to. 

 

There are a number of prizes up 

for grabs by the best performing 

students in the various disci-

plines in the department and fac-

ulty. In this Issue, we highlight 

these. The soon to be added into 

this basket will be the Prof. 

Agumbah trophy for the best fi-

nal year student in Theriogenol-

ogy, sponsored jointly by Dr. 

Erick Akunda and Prof. Gilbert 

Julians Okwaro Agumbah and 

friends. This trophy  will be a 

good  motivation for  our stu-

dents in the future. It is our hope 

that more people will come up 

with such gestures to motivate 

our students. 

I again wish to send my sincere 

gratitude to  the editorial board  

for the efforts they are making to 

produce this quarterly newsletter. 

I wish all the readers a happy 

Easter season. 
Prof. Daniel W. Gakuya, PhD 

Chairman, Department of 

Clinical Studies 
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V O L U M E  I I  I S S U E  I  From the Chief Editor's Desk 

Featured Service Offered by the Department: The Large Animal Clinic 

The Large Animal Clinic which is part of the Animal Hospital 

within the Department of Clinical Studies at the University of 

Nairobi offers world class services to farmers and other ani-

mal keepers in Kenya and the Eastern Africa Region.  

These services include: 

¶ Routine consultations, vaccinations 

¶ Reproductive case management 

¶ Medical/surgical case management 

¶ Hospitalization of sick cattle, sheep, goats, equines, pigs 

and other large animals 

¶ Animal nutrition 

¶ Animal behaviour and welfare  

¶ Zoonoses and one health 

¶ General livestock health and management 

¶ Specialised large animal surgeries 

¶ Out patient ambulatory services 

¶ Outreach activities & community training 
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Welcome to the second 

issue (Volume II, Issue 

1) of the Annals of 

Veterinary Clinical 

Studies, a Newsletter of 

the Department of 

Clinical Studies. We 

hope you had a good 

read out of the Inaugural 

issue that came out last 

December. We bring you even more to read in this 

first issue of 2016. It is our intention to produce 

three more issues before year's end. 

Like in the inaugural issue, this first quarter issue 

covers diverse topics that are dear to us and also 

reflect what we are and do as a department. The 

coverage includes the services we offer as a 

department, more on the history of our department, 

the department in numbers, some things from our 

archives, our staff profile, recent appointments and 

promotions, important days to remember and our 

new additions - From the students' corner and 

Major activities of the department. There is more 

and that is for you the reader to discover for 

yourself! 

In the inaugural issue, we brought you the History of 

the Department Part I. We probably should have 

brought you Part II first! I say this because you will 

find reading Part II interesting and illuminating. It 

provides real depth in this history. You see, in our 

department, we have several generations of 

veterinary graduates in the house! We now have 

clear history from the 60s to date, as provided by 

those who were there when the action started in the 

60s, those who were part of the transition period 

from University of East Africa to University of 

Nairobi, those who have grown in the department 

knowing only the current building complexes 

housing the department and relying on hearsay for 

the history and those who, well, will just have to 

learn this history from this Newsletter. We, as a 

Newsletter Team, have learnt a lot from the 

experiences of our older members of the department, 

and we cherish that. From our lessons, we bring you 

very insightful information in: Staff profile - Dr 

Vijay Sudarshan Varma; History of the Department 

of Clinical Studies Part II and CSD Welfare Group 

Part I: The History.     

Happy reading. 
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An artists impression of ambulatory service 

Large Animal Reception Area 

Large Animal Clinic Admissions Unit 
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Dr Eddy Mogoa, The Chief Editor. 
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